Microembolus detection by transcranial doppler sonography.
Microembolic signals can be detected by transcranial ultrasound as signals of high intensity and short duration. These signals represent circulating gaseous or solid particles. To optimize the differentiation from artefacts and the background signal and to facilitate the clinical use, several attempts have been made to automatize the detection of microemboli. Microemboli occur spontaneously in various clinical situations but their clinical impact and possible therapeutical implications are still under debate. This article provides a review of the actual literature concerning the current state of technical and clinical aspects of microembolus detection.